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NEWSLETTER 

October 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offices: Beaumaris Senior Centre  

 84 Reserve Road, Beaumaris (behind the library)  
   
  Old Brighton Court House 
  63 Carpenter Street, Brighton (behind the Town Hall) 
  
Telephone: 9589 3798   Mobile: 0404 524 028  
Mail: P.O. Box 7269 BEAUMARIS 3193  
 
Email: baysideu3a@gmail.com  Web: baysideu3a.org.au 
 
 

2022 TERM DATES 
 

Term 4    3rd October - 16th December 2022 

 

Beaumaris Office: 

Monday to Friday   9:30am -  2:00pm  

 

Brighton Office  

Monday and Wednesday  9:30am - 12noon  

FROM THE PRESIDENT   DAVID HONE 
 

David and Di Hone are currently having a well deserved holiday travelling in Australia  
and are somewhere ‘out the back of Bourke’. 

 

We wish them a wonderful time away! 

U3A SPEAKER SERIES 
 

Our next Speaker is at the Beaumaris Senior Centre on  
 

Wednesday 2nd November at 2.30pm  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Joy Meekings, originally from Essex in the UK, came here by herself 
in 1970 as a Ten Pound Pom. She has been a member of the Bayside 
U3A since its inception and joined a U3A course ‘How to Write a 
Radio Play’ in 2013. After a rather tentative start, she became quite 
proficient at it, with some of her plays being recorded and 
broadcast on Southern FM. This led her to start writing poems, in a 
style she describes as being like that of quirky English poet and 
comedienne Pam Ayers.  

 

This session promises to be another wonderful event in the Speaker Series, so see you there! 

Joy Meekings ‘Ten Pound Pom …. plus poems’  

  2023 TERM DATES 
TERM 1  Monday 30th January - Thursday 6th April 2023 

TERM 2 Monday 24th April      - Friday 23rd June 2023 

TERM 3 Monday 10th July        - Friday 19th  September 2023 

TERM 4 Monday 2nd October  - Wednesday 20th  December 2023 

10th ANNIVERSARY 

mailto:baysideu3a@gmail.com
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2023 ENROLMENT AND KEY DATES  Convenor: Sue Steele 
 

 

 Monday   31st October       - enrolments for 2022 classes close 
 Wednesday  2nd November       - 2023 class list available online 
 Monday   14th November      - early enrolment opens for tutors and volunteers 
 Thursday   17th November      - enrolment opens for all new and continuing members 
 Friday   9th December       - balloting for popular classes (listed in UMAS as zero enrolments) 
 

Members can join and enrol online, in person at our office, or by completing and posting printed forms. We will 
accept payment via Paypal, Bank transfer, cash (in person only) or cheque. We hope to be able to accept card 
payments at our Beaumaris office. 
 

TO ENROL ONLINE: 

1) Log in to U-MAS and check your personal information is correct. 

2) Click on COURSES in the left hand menu. 

3) Scroll down the list of classes to the one you are interested in.  

4) Click on the class and you will see more details.  

5) Click on ADD TO CART to enrol in the course. 

6) Add all the classes you want to enrol in to your cart (repeat 3-6).  

7) Click on CART in the menu and you will see your list of classes.  

8) Click on CHECKOUT to enrol in the classes and generate an invoice for your annual membership fee. 

9) To pay by Credit Card or PayPal, click on PAY WITH PAYPAL. This will allow you to either use your PayPal 
account to pay the invoice, or if you do not have a PayPal account, you will be able to enter your credit 
card details. 

10) Other payment options are outlined on the invoice. 
 

Some enrolment restrictions will apply during November, December and January. For example, only one or two 
enrolments will be permitted in certain categories of language, exercise and some other classes. Enrolments will be 
unlimited from mid-February 2023. 

 

  SEEKING TUTORS 
 

Some classes with retiring tutors are still looking for a new convenor. We are keen to talk 
to anyone interested in helping us out with:  
Gentle Exercises to Music   Armchair Travel 
French Conversation (at Beaumaris)  Intermediate Spanish 

 

We are always interested in talking to potential tutors. Our members' interests are extremely broad and we can 
usually find a class group for any topic. Please contact us if you think you might be interested in working with us.  
 

Email: baysideu3a@gmail.com  Telephone: 9589 3798    Mobile: 0404 524 028  

**New course**   GERMAN CONVERSATION  Convenor: Barbara Stewart 
 

A new German Conversation group has started at Bayside U3A. 
 

It is a small group of members so far; some of us are fluent, some not so, but we are all interested to speak and 
listen to German in a relaxed and friendly environment. 
 

The course will include conversations, discussions, presentations of German news, 
personal news, food, ideas, videos and anything else of interest. We aim to speak in 
German even though some English words happen to creep into the conversation! 
 

The group meets weekly on Thursdays 10am, in the Billiard Room at the Beaumaris Senior Centre. The class goes 
for about 1 to 1½ hours.  
 

If you are interested in joining us, enrol in Course: 22157 German Conversation, or phone the Office. 

https://baysideu3a.org.au/
mailto:baysideu3a@gmail.com
https://baysideu3a.org.au/members/courses/22157
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On a gorgeous Spring Day in the Brighton Town Hall, Bayside U3A gathered for lunch to celebrate 10 glorious years 
of striving and growing together as a community, focusing on promoting the positive aspects afforded in the 3rd 
Age. Throughout the afternoon a buzz of excitement permeated the entire building as guests, members, past and 
present tutors enjoyed their lunch, shared a glass and had the opportunity to chat and catch up with old friends. 
 

The Mayor Alex Del Porto spoke most highly 
about the growth and positive impact our 
organisation has in Bayside. We were honoured 
that Annie Grigg, President of the U3A Network 
Victoria, attended and presented the Tutor 
Excellence Award to Helene Redding. Helene 
received this prestigious award for her 
exceptional skills and outstanding contribution as 
a Bayside U3A Tutor.   

 

It was wonderful that so many members of the original Steering Committee attended to see the ‘lived reality’ of 
what they had thrived for a decade ago, now a successful and vibrant contributor in the community. David Hone 
was the foundation President of Bayside U3A and it was fitting to have his presence as our 2022 President!  
 

As David said, “We must always remember that we are a purely voluntary organisation  
which only survives with your input and willingness to help.”  

 

Saturday 1st October 2022 indeed demonstrated the power of the volunteer. We need to congratulate ourselves 
for showing that we are a welcoming, inclusive, caring, and vibrant community.  

 

By Mary Downie (on behalf of the Events Committee) 

10th ANNIVERSARY GALA LUNCH 

10th ANNIVERSARY 
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‘PRESS Ctrl and CLICK’ ON THE HEADINGS BELOW TO ACCESS MORE PHOTOS ... 

PHOTO WALL PRESENTATIONS TABLES 

GENERAL VIDEOS ALL PHOTOS 

BAYSIDE U3A ART & CRAFT SHOW 2022 
 

As part of the Bayside Healthy Ageing Festival the Painting for Pleasure, 
Sculpture for Pleasure, Creative Conversations and Seed Beading groups 
combined to mount an exhibition, highlighting some of our creative activities. 
 

We commenced with an opening cocktail party for U3A members on the 
twilight evening of Friday 7th October. A big thank you to Judy Sinclair for 
organising this.  
 

Following Tony Alpin’s introduction, Brighton MP James Newbury addressed us and declared our exhibition open.  
 

I think our visitors were impressed by the range of works on display and their high standard. There was much 
animated discussion of the pieces presented, encouraged by a glass or two of champagne and tasty nibbles. On 
Saturday we were open from 11am to 4pm and had a steady stream of interested visitors. Some were U3A 
members but many were unfamiliar with our activities and represent potential new members. This is why holding 
such an event is really worthwhile. 

 

I would like to thank all our members who participated in 
showing their work and who helped setting up this 
exhibition, transforming the Brighton Courthouse into our 
very own gallery! 
 

Geoff Rolls (Organiser) 

CREATIVE CONVERSATIONS DISPLAY at the ART & CRAFT SHOW 2022    

 

These photos show some of the items from our group’s display 
at the recent Art and Craft Show at the Brighton Courthouse.  
 

Many thanks to those members who contributed their work and 
to those who helped on the day.   
 

Special thanks to Lynette Taylor and Sandra Groves for their work 
in coordinating and setting up our display. 
 

Alison Barnett (Co-leader Creative Conversations)  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ph3bpdoas2gwzgz/AADG86tsbVf3hc12L-hb9Wk9a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6h0y0suhrjqa16f/AADDdM2o0abYYdTrOtmpc2J-a?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/yaa1bxok2fbdh6o/AADza7odvKEzAoEw7ohxzjJna?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jwmucw67oytumc7/AABQhDqA2sYngVl7j3QDAJGYa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8sgtla1wlyo0v3b/AAAU1LBlDEb5xSGBXGFIfggwa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1xrzgm2sxsqlxof/AAAeKZw4C3tEuoa3BKEwk6wQa?dl=0
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Victorian Seniors Festival 2022  NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE CONCERT  By: Ruth Rolls 
 

Who doesn’t like a good sing-a-long? Judging by the numbers lining up like excited teenagers (with grey hair) at the 
Brighton Town Hall on the 8th October, Bayside Seniors certainly do! The eldest being not 19 years old, but 90! They 
came in droves, it was a sell-out! 

 

Then it happened... Neil Diamond flashed onto the stage! Glittering! 
Diamond was backed by his band of electric guitars, drums, electric piano 
and two very engaging, accomplished back-up singers/dancers, who 
supported the polished Neil Diamond look-and-sound alike. In all we were 
treated to thirteen songs, beginning with ‘Solitary Man’ and including 
‘Cracklin’ Rosie’, ‘America’ and ‘I’m a Believer’.  
 

Some numbers very well-known and some would appeal to very dedicated Diamond fans. Singer-dancer Catherine, 
(in a style reminiscent of Barbra Streisand) and Neil performed the duet of ‘You Don’t Bring Me Flowers’ which was 
the most poignant number of the show.  
 

Then it was over... or so we thought. Neil Diamond disappeared off the stage. The crowd were not to be fooled and 
clapped enthusiastically! As we all expected, back came the master showman. The ageing audience sprang to its 
feet pleading for another one, Diamond obliged with the much loved and enigmatic ‘I Am …. I Said’, leaving us still 
pondering its meaning.  
 

However, we were still not satisfied. No Neil Diamond concert could be complete without ‘Sweet Caroline’. The 
audience again waited with eager anticipation...and then it came, just as we knew it would! This catchy tune is sung 
by the baseball crowd who leap to their feet at Fenway Park in Boston, USA. It was such fun!  
 

Whilst the Brighton Town Hall’s roof was not quite raised, most of us rose to our feet, arms swaying in time, body 
gyrating from side to side, like those half our age, living the 1960’s and 1970’s (and later) all over again, celebrating 
life and companionship.       

SCULPTURE FOR PLEASURE   Tutor: Roy Bird  

COMMUNITY RADIO 88.3 SOUTHERN FM  

Convenor: Alina Skoutarides 

 

Bayside Community Hour— 4th Tuesday monthly, 3pm to 4pm. 
 

For reasons outside our control, we were unable to go on air in September and thus lost the opportunity to 
present the relevant ‘snapshots’ of our activities - apologies to our listeners. 
 

Our program for the October session will feature Barrie Sheppard discussing his program on English Literature 
based on the study of novels, poetry and plays drawn from the classics and modern works.  
 

Cheryl Threadgold will be Barrie’s co-presenter in this session. Cheryl will outline the activities of her Bayside U3A 
Writers Group where, through informal discussions of genres and writing styles, the participants create a 
supportive and encouraging environment for the literature-makers of tomorrow. 

Tiled Painting Easel  

(by Janice R) 

BALANCE and BONES Tutor: Janneke Casson 
 

Zoom on Thursday 9am 
That last blast before the summer! Come and join this flexible group. 

No petrol, no dress code ... dogs, partners and grandchildren welcome (in no particular order). 
Play your favourite music and feel the joy of a good stretch. 
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BEATLES  Tutor: Bob Mason 

We've just celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Beatles' first single Love Me Do, an affectionate homage to 
Buddy Holly and to Dr. No, which came out on the same day, heralding the glorious 1960s. In our long walk through 
the Beatles we are nearing the end of their most successful period, the Sgt. Pepper's album and associated single 
All You Need Is Love.  
 
 

We looked at their most controversial song, Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds 
- ‘it's complicated’ would be a fair description of this amazing excursion 
into Lewis Carroll alongside its companion Jefferson Airplane's White 
Rabbit, which came out earlier that same month.  

 

Next comes Getting Better, the Beatles' fond recollection of Jimmy Nicol who replaced Ringo on the first stage of 
the Beatles' Australian tour. Ringo was hospitalised and rejoined the tour for Melbourne, so we never got to see 
Jimmy. But we do get to hear the song and John Lennon's clever little interjection which is typical of how he 
changed everything.  
 

We are approximately 55 years ahead of the Beatles but, at the rate we're going, they're catching up. 

BAYSIDE U3A BUS TOURS  Convenor: Joan Gibbs 
 

In September we had a great tour to Bruno’s Sculptured Garden in Marysville. We were lucky to meet and talk with 
Bruno himself! It’s worth a visit to see many amazing sculptured figures.  

 
More tours planned and an updated itinerary  

is available from  
Joan 0417 768 433, or email joanlgibbs37@gmail.com   

 
Days are Wednesday and Thursday.  

HAPPY HOUR ON FRIDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER   
Convenor : Karen Hall   

 
 
 
 
 

Great to see 35 members at the Hampton RSL this month.  A special thank you to the new member who attended! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our success with the RSL raffle continues – 2 winners again this time!  
Congratulations to Barbara Gravina who won the health start package.  

Mary Borghero selected the lamb roast. 
 

Please join us next month on the 28th October - the last Friday of the month.    

Do bring along some cash to support the RSL raffle.   
It’s a worthy cause and we historically have an enviable high rate of prize success! 

Everyone is welcome. However to get a reminder email closer to the day, enrol in Happy Hour Course #22056. 

mailto:joanlgibbs37@gmail.com
https://baysideu3a.org.au/members/massTemplate.php?action=viewEvent&eventCode=22056
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOAN BASTER - may you continue to shine! 
 

The gorgeous Joan Baster turned 90 on 1st October!   
 

Our wonderful Tuesday afternoon Mahjong group marked the occasion by 
presenting her with a fabulous hanging pot bursting with colour, a wall plaque 
featuring a kookaburra and a gift voucher for other plants from the Bay Road 
Nursery, in Bay Rd, Sandringham. 

 

This lady is something else.  Always smiling, always happy – and so much fun.   
Joan, you certainly know how to live life to the full. 

   JOIN BAYSIDE U3A MEMBER’S GROUP FACEBOOK!  

  Share Information! Stay Connected! 
 

This group has been created so Bayside U3A members can easily keep in touch  
with each other. It is a place to share our knowledge, ideas and life experiences, make new 

friends and continue our friendships.  
 

Private—Only members can see who is in the group and what they post.  
Click on this link to join the group Facebook URL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rotary Clubs in the Bayside area together with St Leonards College invite you to attend a special fundraising 
concert for the displaced people of Ukraine. Tax deductibility is available and all proceeds will be used to assist 
displaced persons from Ukraine. If you are unable to attend but would like to make a donation, choose BOOK NOW 
and select the DONATION ONLY option.  Book/donate at trybooking 

2:30pm - 4:30pm 
Leonardian Centre, St Leonard's College 

LET’S DO DINNER - SEPTEMBER 2022       Convenor: Karen Hall  
 
 

Full house for the two dinners at the Brighton Beach Hotel one week 
apart on 10th and 17th September. 
 

Quite noisy as one might expect given the football season and 
multiple sports screens at the venue. Several members got into the 
spirit with footy themed outfits as you can see from the photos. By all 
reports, the meals were a great success and considerable 
improvement on previous visits to the hotel pre-lockdowns. 

 

The next dinner is on 22nd October at the Caulfield RSL 
(which is actually in Elsternwick). 
 

Everyone is welcome. However, if you wish to be included 
on future dinner invitations and reminders, please enrol in  

Let’s do Dinner Course #22023   

 The BAYSIDE U3A HAPPY HOUR is on the last Friday of the month!  

  Please join us 5pm Friday 28th October at the Hampton RSL 
 No need to reply—just turn up! 

 Drinks: Special $6.50 sparkling or house wine, discount beer and some spirits. 

 Please wear your U3A name badge. 

 Bring along your RSL membership card if you have one! 

 Dinner is available for those wishing to stay on. One table of 8 is permanently booked 
for U3A … BUT to confirm a booking, call the Hampton RSL on 9598 0460. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BaysideU3AMembers
https://www.trybooking.com/events/952687/sessions/3381801/sections
https://baysideu3a.org.au/members/massTemplate.php?action=viewEvent&eventCode=22023
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BAYSIDE U3A WRITERS GROUP   Tutor: Dr Cheryl Threadgold 
 

Word of the Month: CONVERGENCE 
 

THANK YOU MR MAX FACTOR  by Carol West © 2022 
 

The pale, inscrutable light of pre-dawn. Familiar territory for someone whose alarm regularly beeps at 4.30 each 
morning. Those brief moments when daylight peels back the dark of night is something she relishes. It’s her time 
and hers alone. Time to prepare for the vagaries of what lies ahead but always expecting the unexpected.  It comes 
with the job.  A burly security guard, muffled in a padded jacket, woollen beanie pulled low on his brow, unlocks 
the trailer door. It snaps open with a metallic clang. She drags her bag behind her while checking that the star on 
the door hasn’t become dislodged. It’d be bad luck if the symbol wasn’t in its rightful place before ‘the star’ arrives. 
Nobody in Hollywood needs bad luck, there’s enough of that to go round as it is. She feels for the power point. A 
sharp click and an enormous mirror, framed in light globes, bathes the trailer in a warm glow. Just like a marquee 
announcing the latest movie, she thinks. Reaching for her tools of trade, she hoists a metal box onto a nearby 
bench. Slipping the catch, it cantilevers outwards to reveal glittering treasures. Glossy rouge pots and palettes of 
dazzling eye shadows. Dusky powders and smooth foundation creams. Thank you Mr Max Factor. She unrolls a 
piece of black velvet where brushes of every shape and size are precisely laid out. An operating theatre nurse 
would be hard pressed to fault her preparation. Now she waits. How late will she be this time?  
 
The crunch of wheels on gravel, quiet murmurs and quick steps announce her arrival. Oh no, dead fish eyes. I’m 
going to have my work cut out here. The star offers up a wan smile. ‘Hi Frances, you ready to work your magic on 
me?’ She makes reassuring sounds in answer but they have a hollow ring. Even she isn’t convinced but sets to work 
anyway.  It’s going to take my A-game to bring some sparkle back into this face, she thinks. Dexterous hands work 
the facial muscles sloughing away the weariness of a life lived oh too well, exfoliating fears lurking just beneath the 
epidermis. Only when the canvas is primed can the painting begin and Frances has primed many Hollywood stars 
over a stellar career. Her performance has to be impeccable before they deliver theirs. 
 
With deft strokes she applies layers of subterfuge, contouring and colouring with skill and sensitivity. Confident 
pencil strokes define eyes where comedy and pathos will take up residence. She turns her attention to the mouth, 
the fetish and fantasy of men around the world, wickedly painting it vermilion. The luscious beauty practices her 
pout in the mirror, the iconic image now complete. The convergence of artistry and the indefinable Norma Jean 
Baker. There’s a knock on the trailer door and the call: ‘we’re ready for you Miss Monroe.’  With an insouciant toss 
of blonde hair, she sashays to the set, ready for her close-up. 
 
 
 

CONVERGENCE by Joy Meekings © 2022 
 

On the next clear night no clouds around 

Look up to the sky and I'll be bound 

You'll find real beauty it's ours to see 

The stars converge and all for free! 

Their brightness and shapes are a treat 

A beautiful moon just makes it complete 

So take the time check out the night sky 

It's sure to impress why not give it a try! 
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CONVERGENCE  
by Margaret Boyes-Pringle © 2022 
 

 

Warp-Weft. Warp-Weft : 
Weave. Sleep. Repeat. 
 
the birthing cries :  
the rattle and hum of motion 
the swift passage of the shuttle 
the clunk of heavy wood 
 
and, at the rhythmic convergence 
of the warp and   
weft of life, 
patterns appear 
 
           colours of every hue enmeshed  
           every colour needed 
           each thread a clue 
 
‘the pride of the peacock is the glory of god’ 
Blake said and knew it to be true 
 
as punishment 
the Lady of Shalott 
was forced to mirror-gaze 
weaving shadows 
 
           are we of Plato’s cave  
           condemned to weave only 
           shadows too  
 
to fool her suitors 
Penelope wove Laertes’shroud 
by day, unpicked it by night 
 
            are we too waiting 
            repeating the known 
            endlessly  
 
in ancient times  
the Fates, the sisters three, 
allotted destiny 
 
            do we choose our colours  
            select our threads  
            inherit our design 
            from the genealogy of time 
                                                                          
     Are we the weaver 

 
 

VALE, ELIZABETH  II 
by Vivienne Player ©2022 

 
 

The Queen is dead; long live the King - 
The world continues to turn; 
It’s crises new that lie ahead, 
Behind us bridges burn. 
 

But how they grieved and how they wept 
Sad tears from brimming eyes, 
They loved the lady they have lost, 
As we, too, recognise 
 

Her constant and unfailing grace, 
Her pledge to duty kept. 
Through all the testing years she ruled 
She was somehow adept 
 

At smiling through and giving heart 
To a nation often troubled, 
In strife and war, in times of stress, 
Her steadfastness redoubled. 
 

They brought her tributes, laying flowers 
As symbols of devotion, 
They stood in queues for endless hours - 
We witnessed their emotion 
 

And shared the solemn moments as 
Her loved ones bade farewell. 
We savoured all the ritual pomp, 
As tolled her final knell.   
 

In public eye, midst private grief 
The new king makes his way, 
He’ll put his stamp upon his role: 
A triumph? Who can say. 
 

           *      *      * 
But over here, in land of Oz, 
We’re restless. Is it time 
To cut the strings for once and all? 
To draw the final line? 
 

A new republic’s in the wings, 
Off-shoot no more of Britain; 
As a proud new nation state, 
Our future can be written. 
 

We will respect our heritage, 
The culture and tradition 
That underpins our way of life - 
But give ourselves permission 
 

To claim our own identity 
Here under different skies; 
From this, our sunburnt country, 
Shall we bid our last good-byes? 


